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Andon Ryokan, located in Minowa, is a great place to stay for
backpackers from all over the world. The building is a five-
storysteel-frame construction, The accommodation part is from the
first to the third floor, and on the fourth and the fifth floor there is

a Jacuzzi; a temporary storage room for guests; and the owner's
private residence.

ANDON RYOKAN

5-34-10 Nihonzutsumi, Taitou-ku, Tokyo. Tokyo
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When we commenced planning how to represent Japanese style in
a steel structure, andon (a traditional Japanese lantern) simply
came up in our mind. We carefully designed the mechanism that I
presents the bright light to the outside which is activated when the '
guests stay in the room and turn the lights on. Japanese traditional
features like paper sliding doors and wood lattice are represented
by dot point glazing with translucent glass, metal horizontal

louvers, perforated metal and a combination of materials for the
panels.
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The reception and lounge are on the first floor where guests
are able to have meals in a traditional Japanese atmosphere:
the kitchen with the appearance of a dirt floor and the wooden
floor of the lounge. We hope this ryokan is a lively space where
foreign guests can communicate with each other while
preparing their meals, and we hope that this leads to Japan
becoming more open and accessible to international visitors.
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#This inn, with its beautiful glass screen fa?ade is in the Minowa,
Nihonzutsumi area where old-style buildings combining a workshop or shop
with residence are found together with modern concrete buildings. An
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accommodation facility for back-packers, it operates based on a policy of
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example, the rooms are only seven square meters in size. just complying
with hotel regulations, while the bathroom areas are kept to a minimum in
terms of size and number. However, despite such minimum space, close
attention is given to detail which succeeds in transforming the simple
interior materials to sensitive design elements, while low positioned lighting
fixtures and indirect lighting on the ceiling contribute a Japanese atmosphere

. to the space. The simple vet well-calculated design represents a new
B Main use : Hotel
P H iR - 14858 m* Site area : 14858 m’

rse it 0 119.09 m* Building area : 119.09 m*
GE R ¢ 52079 m* Total floor area : 520,79 m*

direction for Japanese inns.




